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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 08/27/01 . Claims 1- 
5 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Peters et al (5,884,284) in view of Hogan (5,699,528). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Peters discloses a method of editing an electronic bill image 
having an appearance associated therewith, the electronic bill image having a number 
of records (See Peters, Col. 29, lines 3-20), the electronic bill image being stored in a 
computer implemented billing system, each record having an assigned charge type 
identifier (CTI) stored in the computer implemented billing system (See Peters, Col.17, 
lines 39-67 to Col.18, line 23). 

Peters does not explicitly disclose that the method having a format of the 
appearance of the electronic bill image being dependent on the CTIs of the respective 
records, the method including the steps of establishing a set of data structures, 
converting each record of the bill image into a record held in one or more of the data 
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structures in dependence on the CTI of the respective bill image record, editing one or 
more of the records held in the data structures, and using the records held in the data 
structures to create a new electronic bill image, the new electronic bill image having a 
new appearance. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Hogan. In particular, 
Hogan suggests that the method having a format of the appearance of the electronic bill 
image being dependent on the CTIs of the respective records, the method including the 
steps of establishing a set of data structures, converting each record of the bill image 
into a record held in one or more of the data structures in dependence on the CTI of the 
respective bill image record, editing one or more of the records held in the data 
structures, and using the records held in the data structures to create a new electronic 
bill image, the new electronic bill image having a new appearance (See Hogan, Col.4, 
lines 36-67 to Col. 5, line 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Hogan within the system of Peters with the 
motivation of providing a server computer formats the bill information in the form of e- 
mail messages and deliver them to the e-mail addresses of the responsible users (See 
Hogan, Col.2, lines 48-50). 

(B) As per claim 2, Hogan discloses a method comprising the further step of 
processing each record held in the data structures in dependence on its assigned CTI to 
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create the new electronic bill image, the format of the appearance of the new electronic 
bill image being dependent on the CTIs of the records (See Hogan, Col. 5, lines 1-43). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Peters and Hogan are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(C) As per claim 3, Peters discloses a method in which each record of the electronic 
bill image relates to one of a group consisting of a call charge, a discount, a discount 

scheme definition, accounting data, customer account data, and product subscription 
data (See Peters, Col. 19, lines 44-45). 

(D) As per claim 4, Peters discloses a computer implemented bill image editor 
comprising: at least one computer readable memory storing computer executable 
instructions for performing the method of a selective one of claims I to 3 (See Fig.1 , 
Col.4, lines 3-19). 

(E) As per claim 5, Peters discloses a computer implemented electronic bill image 
editing system for editing an electronic bill image having an appearance associated 
therewith, the system being arranged to perform the following operations: 

establish a set of data structures (See Peters, Col. 19, lines 4-21); convert each 
record of an electronic bill image into a record held in one or more of the data structures 
in dependence on an assigned charge type identifier of a respective bill image record 
(See Peters; Col. 17, lines 39-67 to Col. 18, line 23). 
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Peters does not explicitly disclose that the system having permit editing of one or 
more of the records held in the data structures; and create a new bill image using the 
records held in the data structures, the new electronic bill image having a new 
appearance. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Hogan. In particular, 
Hogan suggests that the system having permit editing of one or more of the records 
held in the data structures; and create a new bill image using the records held in the 
data structures, the new electronic bill image having a new appearance (See Hogan, 
Col.4, lines 36-67 to Col.5, line 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Hogan within the system of Peters with the 
motivation of providing a server computer formats the bill information in the form of e- 
mail messages and deliver them to the e-mail addresses of the responsible users (See 
Hogan, Col.2, lines 48-50). 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied art teaches method of processing 
information charge discount rates for service subscribers in premium-rate service 
(5,793,852). 

' Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 



Application/Control Number: 09/914,295 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3627 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ALEX Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




